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Why CORE?

● Leading Externship Software
● ~70 Pharmacy Schools

● Externship Site (8+ years)
● For five Schools of Pharmacy
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Pharmacy Schools

● ~150 in US & Canada
● 6 year program (P1-P4)
● 100% externship final year
● ~15,000 students per class



Externship Explained

● Student Internship
○ Paid, part-time work, no credit

● IPPE Externship
○ Credit, ~200 hrs, first 3 years

● APPE Externship
○ Credit, P4 year, ~1500 hrs



APPE Externship

● APPE = entire final year
● 6-7 sites X 6 weeks each
● Unpaid
● School recruits sites
● Student selects sites
● Required sites:

hospital, community/retail,
amb care, etc. + elective



Why Pharmacies Take Students

● Altruistic
● Recruiting
● New Ideas
● Labor



Coffee?

Pharmacy 
student externs 
are NOT coffee-

runners!



WIIFM?

11 benefits to 
hosting an APPE 

student.



#1
Students can 

conduct 
Research.

● Competitors
● Market Subjects
● CRM / SalesForce
● New tools



#2
Give 

Presentations
to your staff.

● Market Subjects
● Your Competitors
● Your Customers
● Your Partners



#3

Help Test your 
products.

● Beta Testing
● Think-Alouds
● QA Testing



#4
Update company 

Training 
Materials.



#5
Conduct 

Surveys and 
customer

Follow Up.



#6
Perform Data 

Entry
(within reason)



#7
Perform Cold 

Calls
(within reason)



#8
Establish Process 

& Procedures
for future students.



#9
Long-term 

Contact and 
Resource

● Pharmacy is a large,
but SMALL market

● Future influencer?
● Future decision-maker?
● Special projects



#10

Match-Maker?

● Help a client in need of
a pharmacist

● Help a student looking 
for a job
= friends for life!



#11

Excellent PR

Support Marketing / Sales
○ “We are an APPE site.”
○ Relate to customers
○ University affiliation
○ Credibility with customers
○ Highlight student work



Two-Way Street

● Interview prep / role-play
● Site visit opportunities
● Networking opportunities
● Unique research
● Presentation coaching
● Exposure to other depts



Example APPE Syllabus
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1. LinkedIn + social clean up
2. MyCred ePortfolio creation
3. COREreadiness courses
4. 4 TED talks / week
5. 2 CE activities / week
6. 2-3 x 30 min presentations / week
7. Special projects & final project
8. Any downtime = NAPLEX study

Example APPE Syllabus



Requirements & Expectations

● Licensed pharmacist
● Preceptor buy-in
● Positive environment

○ Pharmacy-focused
○ Engaging
○ Educational
○ Professional

● Mid & final evaluations



Process

1. Contact EE office of a school
2. Site description + syllabus
3. Site contract + requirements

--------
4. Submit availability
5. Students research & select sites
6. Students get scheduled



Questions?

References
CORE Higher Education Group: https://corehighered.com/
CORE ELMS (software): https://corehighered.com/core-elms-externship-
management.php
RXinsider: http://www.rxinsider.com/
ACPE (accredited school list): https://www.acpe-accredit.org/
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/
MyCred ePortfolios: https://mycred.com/
TED Talks: https://www.ted.com/
COREreadiness Courses: https://corereadiness.com/
CE Search Engine: https://cesearchengine.com/
NAPLEX Exam: https://nabp.pharmacy/programs/naplex/
Gregory Cianfarani RPh: https://mycred.com/p/3526844043
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